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	Grade: 8
Unit Title: Unnatural Disasters 
Formative Due date: Feb 20 (AB) Feb 27 (CD)
Summative Due date: Mar 1 (AB) Mar 7 (CD)
	Summative Assessment Title: 
Unnatural Disasters Socratic Seminar




	Task Description and Relationship to Statement of Inquiry:                                             

	Goal: You have been asked to evaluate the natural and unnatural causes of two disasters. 
Role: You are a member of the United Nations Development Programme.
Audience: G8 students.
Scenario: You must argue, what percentage you believe the disaster is natural or unnatural and why, rank in order of significance the main causes of the disaster, and what potential solutions could work (or could have worked if evaluating a historical case study).
Performance: Socratic Seminar.
Relationship to Statement of Inquiry: The Statement of Inquiry, "Human choices to develop natural landscapes and resources are frequently unsustainable," connects directly to the task by encouraging students to critically analyse how human actions contribute to and exacerbate natural disasters and how the label of 'natural' can be a convenient scapegoat for governments attempting to avoid blame. By ranking the causes in order of significance, they will explore how unsustainable development, resource exploitation, and environmental mismanagement often intersect with natural phenomena to create catastrophic outcomes. Additionally, proposing solutions or preventive measures encourages students to think about how more sustainable practices could mitigate or prevent such disasters in the future, demonstrating the real-world implications of the interplay between human choices and environmental sustainability.

Instructions for students: We will support you during each lesson on how to formulate your arguments and how to properly follow a Socratic Seminar Procedure procedure. On the assignment on Toddle, you will see the Responsive Language Bingo Card and a digital copy of the Graphic Organiser which you will use to handwrite your research.
For the first Socratic Seminar on Wed Feb 26 (AB) or Mon Mar 3 (CD), you will choose either: 
Option 1A: Dubai Floods of 2024 or Option 1B: Ethiopian Famine of 1984.
For the second Socratic Seminar on Thu Feb 27 (AB) or Thu Mar 6 (CD), you will choose either:
Option 2A: Drying of the Nile since 1956 or Option 2B: Great Influenza Pandemic of 1918.






	Criteria & Strands:
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Criteria A: Knowing and understanding

i.use arange of
terminology in context

. demonstrate
knowledge and
understanding of
subject-specific content
and concepts, through
descriptions,
explanations and
examples.

The student does not
reach a standard
described by any of the
descriptors.

The student does not
reach a standard
described by any of the
descriptors.

12

‘The student makes
limited use of
terminology by using 1-3
phrases in the white
boxes of the Responsive
Language Bingo Cards
correctly and
professionally over both
seminars.

The student
demonstrates basic
knowledge and
understanding of
content and concepts
through limited
descriptions and/or
examples by
incorporating 1
term/phrase in the grey
boxes of the Responsive
Language Bingo Cards
correctly and
professionally into their
‘arguments over both
seminars.

‘The student uses some
terminology accurately
by using 4-6 phrases in
the white boxes of the
Responsive Language
Bingo Cards correctly
‘and professionally over
both seminars.

The student
demonstrates
satisfactory knowledge
and understanding of
content and concepts
through simple
descriptions,
explanations and
examples by
incorporating 2
terms/phrases in the
grey boxes of the
Responsive Language
Bingo Cards correctly
and professionally into
their arguments over
both seminars.

‘The student uses
considerable and
relevant terminology
accurately by using 7-9
phrases in the white
boxes of the Responsive
Language Bingo Cards
correctly and
professionally over both
seminars.

The student
demonstrates
substantial knowledge
and understanding of
content and concepts
through descriptions,
explanations and
examples by
incorporating 3-4
terms/phrases in the
grey boxes of the
Responsive Language
Bingo Cards correctly
and professionally into
their arguments over
both seminars.

7-8

The student
consistently uses a
range of terminology
accurately by using 10-
12 phrases in the white
boxes of the Responsive
Language Bingo Cards
correctly and
professionally over both
seminars.

The student
demonstrates excellent
knowledge and
understanding of
content and concepts
through developed and
accurate descriptions,
explanations and
examples by
incorporating 5-6
terms/phrases in the
grey boxes of the
Responsive Language
Bingo Cards correctly
and professionally into
their arguments over
both seminars.
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Criteria C: Communicating

i communicate
information and ideas in
awaythat is appropriate
for the audience and

purpose

i structure information
andideas according to
the task instructions

il create a reference list
andcite sources of
information.

The student does not
reach a standard
described by any of the
descriptors.

The student does not
reach a standard
described by any of the
descriptors.

The student does not
reach a standard
described by any of the
descriptors.

The student
communicates
information and ideas in
away that s not always
appropriate to the
audience and purpose
by being mostly
disrespectful.

‘The student organizes
information and ideas in

alimited way.

‘The student lists
sources of information
inconsistently.

The student
communicates
information and ideas in
‘away that is somewhat.
appropriate to the
audience and purpose
by being somewhat
respectful.

‘The student somewhat
organizes information
and ideas with 1 written
comment, quantitative
fact, qualitative fact,
debatable question, and
Solutions that alldirectly
relate to the topic.

The student creates an
‘adequate reference list
‘and sometimes cites
‘sources (at least 1).

The student
communicates
information and ideas in
away that is mostly
‘appropriate to the
audience and purpose
by being mostly
respectful.

‘The student mostly
structures information
and deas according to
the task instructions.
with 2 written
comments, quantitative
facts, qualitative facts,
debatable questions,
‘and solutions that all
directly relate to the
topic.

The student creates an
‘adequate reference list
and usually cites
sources (at least 2).

7-8

The student
communicates
information and ideas in
away that is completely
appropriate to the
audience and purpose
by being completely.
respectful.

‘The student structures
information and ideas
completely according to
the task instructions.
with 3 written
comments, quantitative
facts, qualitative facts,
debatable questions,
‘and solutions that all
directly relate to the
topic.

The student creates a
complete reference list
and always cites
sources (at least 3).
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